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of the complete development of civilization. They and the
ages before them had produced a body of thought and cul-
ture which gave to mankind the possibility of becoming per-
fect. In order to place this final and complete accumulation
of culture, this means of perfection, at the disposal of all men,
a group of humane French scholars, with the assistance of
the Acad&nie and royal Government, undertook to compile
an encyclopaedia. The prospectus came out in 1750, subscribers
being offered the whole set for 280 livres (£56).* This great
work, thirty-five volumes, beginning to appear from the year
1751, received an eloquent testimony from Voltaire, himself
one of the contributors :
The last age has put the present in a condition to assemble
into one body and to transmit to posterity, to be by them de-
livered- dowa to remoter ages, the sacred repository of all the
arts and all the sciences, all of them pushed as far as human
industry can go. This is what a society of learned men, fraught
with genius and knowledge, are now labouring upon, an immense
and immortal work, which accuses the shortness of human life.
Scholars and men of letters freely exchanged ideas with each
other. They read each other's works, whether those works were
in French, like the Encycbpadia, or in Latin, like the Ada Erudi-
tonm, or in translations, such as the French translations of Adam
Smith's Theory of Moral Sentiments and Wealth of Nations.
The scholars and men of letters moved about in various coun-
tries. Hume and, for a time, Adam Smith were perfectly
familiar in the Paris salons. Montesquieu, Voltaire, and Rous-
seau passed considerable periods of time in England, and knew
many eminent .men there. Even if some scholars or men of
letters travelled little, like Kant, who never went outside
Germany (Bving continuously for nearly fifty years in Konigs-
berg), and Goethe> who, except in his younger days, kept closely
to Weimar, yet they were perfectly familiar with the intellectual
development of the neighbouring peoples. The ideas which
made the common stock of such scholars came from every-
1 F. M. Grimm, Correspondance (1877), vol. i, p. 486.

